IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of: 


Nicholas R. Arnot 


Docket: 


102179-300 


Serial No.: 


NOT YET ASSIGNED 


Filed: 


HEREWITH 


Art Unit 


N/A 


Examiner 


N/A 


Assignee: 


Aerojet-General Corporation 


Title: 


PRESSURIZATION SYSTEM FOR FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 



Certificate of Mailing by Express Mail 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.10, 1 hereby certify that the attached was 
deposited with the U.S. Postal Service for delivery by Express Mail on March 12, 2004 . The 
number of the Express Mail mailing label is: EL897 895 638US. 

Signed: 

Name: T3izabeth^ft^Geschke Reg. No. 52,941 




INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Mail Stop PATENT APPLICATION 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

1. Q Applicant submits herewith a copy of (a) attached form PTO-1449, which lists all patents, publications, 

applications, or other information submitted for consideration by the Office; (b) a legible copy of each 
document required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(b)(2). 

2. ^ Applicant herein apprises the Patent Office of prior art in a parent U.S. application from which this 

application obtains the benefit of an earlier filing date under 35 U.SC. §120. The Serial Number of the 
parent application is U.S. Application Serial No. 10/024,099 filed on December 17, 2001 and entitled 
PRESSURIZATION SYSTEM FOR FIRE EXTINGUISHERS. The publications cited therein are listed 
on attached Form PTO-1449. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d) copies of the listed publications are 
not required. □ Additional parent patent applications are listed on an attached sheet. 

3. □ In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3), Applicant hereby certifies that for each reference not in English 

(check at least one box below): 

□ A copy of a translation of on or more non-English document, or portion thereof, is provided herewith; 
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□ A concise explanation is (check at least one box below): 

□ provided in the accompanying foreign or international search report; □ incorporated into the 
specification; and/or □ provided herewith. 

37 C.F.R. §1.97(b)(l), (b)(2) - WITHIN 3 MONTHS OF FILING OR ENTRY IN NATIONAL 
STAGE 

4. Q Since this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the filing date of the 

subject application or within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 
C.F.R. §1.491 in an international application, no fee or certification under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) is required. 

37 C.F.R. §1.97(b)(3), (b)(4) - PRIOR TO MAILING OF FIRST OFFICE ACTION OR FIRST ACTION 
AFTER REQUEST FOR CONTINUED EXAMINATION 

5. £<] Since this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of the first Office 

Action on the merits, or before the mailing of a first Office action after the filing of a request for 
continued examination under 37 C.F.R. §1.114, no fee or certification under 37 C.F.R. §1.97(e) is 
required. 

37 C.F.R. §1.97(c) - AFTER FIRST ACTION, BEFORE FINAL ACTION OR ALLOWANCE 

6. □ Since this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed outside of the period provided for in 37 C.F.R. 

§ 1.97(b), but before the mailing date of a Final Rejection or Notice of Allowance, this submission is 
being accompanied by (one of the following boxes must be checked): 

a. □ the fee required under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(c)(2) and specified in 37 C.F.R. § 1 . 1 7(p). 

b. □ the statement specified in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e) (Box 8 or 9 must be checked). 
37 C.F.R. §1.97(d) - AFTER FINAL REJECTION OR ALLOWANCE 

7. □ Since this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after the period specified in 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c), 

but on or before payment of this issue fee and is accompanied by both the statement specified in 37 
C.F.R. § 1.97(e) and the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p). (Box 8 or 9 must be checked). 

8. □ In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.97(e)(l), Applicant's attorney certifies that each item of information 

contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement. □ The foreign or international search report(s) is/are enclosed. 
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9. □ In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2), Applicant's attorney certifies that no item of information 

contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing this certification 
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in this Information Disclosure 
Statement was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to 
the filing of the information disclosure statement. 

10. ^ In the event the Commissioner of Patents deems that any additional fee is required under 37 C.F.R. §§ 

1.16 or 1.17 in connection with this application, Applicant's attorneys authorize that such fee be charged 
to Deposit Account No. 23-1665. 

The undersigned represents that the closest art of which he is presently aware has been cited herein and 
understands that this statement shall not be construed as a representation that no better art exists or that a 
thorough patentability search has been made. 

The undersigned further represents that the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be 
construed to be an admission that the information cited in the Statement is, or considered to be, material to 
patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

Consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 
Nicholas R. Arnot 



Date: March 12, 2004 



Wiggin and Dana LLP 
One Century Tower 




Atty. Reg. No. 52,941 



New Haven, CT 06508-1832 
Telephone: (203) 498-4345 
Facsimile: (203) 782-2889 
Email: egeschke@wiggin.com 
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XT/TT A C CT/^XTDT^ 

NUI Ybl AoMONbD 


Applicant 
Nicholas R. Arnot 






Filing Date 


Group Art Unit 




HEREWITH 


NOT YET ASSIGNED 



U.S. Patent Documents 



Examiner 
Initials 



Document 
Number 



Date 



Name 



Class 



Sub- 
class 



Filing Date 
IfAppr. 



2,530,633 



11/1950 



Scholz 



169 



26 



3,228,474 



01/1966 



C. K. Huthsing, Jr. 



169 



31 



4,319,640 



03/1982 



Brobeil 



169 



28 



4,998,751 



03/1991 



Paxton et al. 



280 



741 



5,219,178 



06/1993 



Kobari et al. 



280 



736 



5,224,550 



07/1993 



Bragg 



169 



62 



5,564,743 



10/1996 



Marchant 



280 



741 



5,697,636 



12/1997 



Orme et al. 



280 



728.2 



5,709,406 



01/1998 



Buchanan 



280 



737 



5,718,294 



02/1998 



Billiard et al. 



169 



61 



5,816,330 



10/1998 



Billiard et al. 



169 



26 



5,934,705 



08/1999 



Siddiqui et al. 



280 



736 



5,967,550 



10/1999 



Shirk et al. 



280 



736 



6,062,143 



05/2000 



Grace et al. 



102 



530 



Foreign Patent Documents 



Examiner 
Initials 



Document 
Number 



Date 



Country 



Class 



Translation 



YES 



NO 



WO 00/57959 



5 October 2000 



PCT 



Al 



N/A 



WO 01/34516 



17 May 2001 



PCT 



C01B 



N/A 



Other documents (including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



U.S. Military Specification MIL-E52031D(ME)(5 September 1979) 



Examiner: 



Date Considered: 



